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November 30, 2025 Liturgist, Eve Shupe 10:45a.m.
First Sunday of Advent
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Emmanuel” McGee

BRINGING FORTH THE LIGHT
LIGHTING OF FIRST ADVENT CANDLE
Reader: The prophet Isaiah calls to us from the past to imagine the future when God’s reign will be fully
realized and recognized throughout creation. When that time comes, God “shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4).
All: Today, we choose to Iive in hope, believing that the

time of God’s reign has come and is coming among us.
Reader: We light this candle of hope as a sign of our promise to follow the Light as we answer God’s call to transform our hope
into reality today and in the days to come.

Light the first candle of the Advent wreath.

*OPENING HYMN “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 211 v. 1

*CALL TO WORSHIP
L: A winter sky, dark and deep, pulling our hearts toward
hope.
P: A winter sky, clear and endless, drawing a sigh from our soul.
L: When will our longing be over? When will a star appear
and a cry be heard?
P: He is coming soon. We have Advent dreams and Advent hopes. He is coming soon.

*OPENING PRAYER

O Creator, promise for the world, hear our prayers during this time of waiting. We hear your call to journey toward the light, and
yet we stumble. Our journey toward your promise of Christ’s coming is filled with doubt, pain and often despair that there is
meaning in the waiting. Our losses, our worries overtake us, so that we dwell in darkness rather than

moving toward the light. Create in us the thread of hope that pulls us forward from promise to the miracle of new life. Create
in us a clean spirit so that our journey is no longer weary but filled with the energy of adventure! As the Christ child comes, so we,
too, come back to you this day. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI 70

GOSPEL READING Matthew 24:36-44
The word of God for the people of God. =~ Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Lead On O King Eternal”
CHILDREN’S MOMENT & Coin offering
PASSING THE PEACE

OFFERING



OFFERTORY “Star of the East” Kennedy
*DOXOLOGY
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

PRAYERS OFFERED IN PRAISE AND PETITION
PRAYER HYMN “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 196
PASTORAL PRAYER
SILENT MEDITATION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 2:1-5
The word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path

MESSAGE “One Day......”
*CLOSING HYMN “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 220
*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

WELCOME

Today is the First Sunday of Advent. We begin now to prepare spiritually for the blessed event we call Christmas. Let us engage in
sincere worship and vow to walk daily with God. A warm welcome to each of you!

PRAYER CONCERNS THIS WEEK

Don Heckathorne Ray Knopsnider Nassier Thompson

Trey Corvin Larry Murray  Jack Burke

Tina Hiltabidel Patty Lint Scott Wagner
Jim & Deanna Sherbondy Myra Holden =~ Mary Swope

Lee Mimless Lincoln Dunseth Twila Filler

Larry Bloom Sr. Harper Grace & Connor Jay Schrin

Marilyn Brown Charles Smiley Jack & Joni Snyder
Toni Hiltabidel Kirk Reed Joe Husak

Diane Monico Jane Barnhart Lynn Kifer
Wanda Brooks Ginny Habina Tammy & David Leeder
Dick Goodwin Dale Kesler John Shaw

Fred Grote LaVonne Grote Rita Bair

Lisa Evans Geno McFadden Pete Smith

Linda Burnworth Bob Shoenberger Karl Siple

Mark Flair Kevin Leighliter Pastor John Friend
Stephanie Mattis Kathie Crislip Kathy Barnhart
Mark Heckman Adrian Shultz Elise Olexa

Daniel Swope Jr. Mary Riley Carter Luchack
Debbie Petrone Sue Rowen Nancy Knopsnider
Gary Cheek Beth Lamb Karen Stimmell
Dee Porterfield McGann family

Pastor Steve & Bev

Rev. Ross Pryor

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball
Homebound persons: Edna Baker, Polly Basinger, Evelyn Curry, Sherrill Goodwin, Chuck Hall, Shirley Mathias, Stephanie Mattis, Ed



Miller, Judy Morris, Ozella Roy

Unspoken Requests All Military All churches

Government leaders Those with cancer  Our country

Those battling addiction ~ Those on Hospice  Travelers

Praise for answered prayers Homeless people  Those with flu & pneumonia

Families of those who take their own life

IF YOU WANT A NAME ON PRAYER LIST, PLEASE USE THE PRAYER CARDS IN THE PEW - give to Acolytes or Ushers.

THIS WEEK AT ALBRIGHT
TODAY: Potluck lunch after church - Join us!
THURSDAY: Choir practice
THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY: Pictures taken for new
church directory

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10-3

December Happenings
4, 5, 6: Photos taken for new pictorial directory
9: United Women in Faith Christmas party 5:30
13: Cookie Walk/Sale 9-12; Craft Vendor show 9-2
18: Otterbein pasta meal 4-6
20: Saturday Morning Special 11:00
20: Blue Christmas Service 7:00 at Albright
24: Christmas Eve Worship 7:00 at Albright
Dec. 24 thru Jan. 5: Elsie on vacation
25: Christmas Day
31: New Year’s Eve
Choir practices every Thursday at 7:00
(except Christmas day & New Year’s Day)
Every Monday: T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 10a.m. or Sp.m.
NO Blue Plate Special this month.

POTLUCK LUNCH
TODAY: potluck covered dish lunch following morning

worship. Please stay and fellowship with us & eat lunch.

NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
We will be having photos taken December 4, 5 & 6. Someone will be in the back of the sanctuary before & after church to

schedule a time for you (and/or family). For getting your photo taken you receive a free 8x10 and a directory. Other

pictures will be available to order.

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

All women are invited to join us Tuesday, December 9 at 5:30 for a meal followed by a program presented by the Mon Valley Cloggers.

They are always enjoyable.
Wear a Christmas shirt or sweater if you wish (beautiful or ugly). Come and enjoy this evening for ladies only.

COOKIE WALK/SALE & CRAFT SHOW
Cookie Walk: Sat., Dec. 13 at 9:00-12:00. A wide variety is
always available. Craft/Vendor Show: Saturday, Dec. 13 at 9:00-2:00. Come and Christmas shop with us.

PASTA MEAL




Otterbein’s pasta meal is December 18 at 4-6p.m. Free with donations accepted. $5 for take out.
OUR STEWARDSHIP - November 23

Weekly need for budget $ 2,491.56

Sunday offering..... $ 1,854.00
(Coin offering 11/16 $51.90)

Worship attendance 75

GREETING YOU TODAY: Don & Marcia Whittaker
Dec. 7: Lynne Corvin

LITURGIST: Dec.7: Bonnie Bloom
Dec. 14: Karen Stimmell

ACOLYTES TODAY: Thelma Swope & Estella Gallagher
Kadey & Aubree Shaffer

JUNIOR CHURCH TODAY: Mandy & Olivia Lynn
Dec. 7: Kathy Hixson & Linda Burnworth

USHERS: Volunteers - to volunteer see Karen Stimmell
12/7:Jackie Bartholomai, Jeremy Gray, Sherry Grote, Ed Jacobs

COUNTERS: November: Ed Jacobs & Nancy Mimless
December: Larry & Bonnie Bloom

SATURDAY MORNING SPECIAL
Sat., Dec. 20 at 11:00. It will be their Christmas party with a S5 gift exchange for them.

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Saturday, December 20 at 7:00 p.m. at Albright church we will have a special service for those who are missing

someone special to them.

NOTES OF THANKS
Albright United Methodist Church
Thank you for serving the delicious meals at Community Ministries. Because of your kindness many bellies are

made full. From all of us here at Connellsville Area Community Ministries we thank you from the bottom of our
hearts. Gratefully, Courtney



